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Streetcar Developments owns most of
the land just north of Queen St. W. be-
tween Dufferin St. and Gladstone Ave.,
save for a handful of older homes farther
up Gladstone near Peel Ave.

So the Toronto builder, which special-
izes in midrise infill urban develop-
ment, has come up with an ambitious
master plan for the site, aiming to create
a new centre of gravity for Queen West.

“We are basically in a position to pro-
gram this whole city block,” Streetcar
president Les Mallins explains during
an interview at Steetcar’s Riverdale of-
fice.

“It’s kind of exciting and cool. Even if
we aren’t the ones to ultimately develop
those other properties (north on Glad-
stone), at least we’re programming the
area so that everybody knows what’s
coming and there’s a comprehensive
plan.”

Streetcar has already done two mi-
drise condo projects along Gladstone: 2
Gladstone, which is built and occupied,
and 8 Gladstone, currently under con-
struction.

Now the company has announced
plans for the development of the prop-
erty directly to the west of these sites at
11Peel Ave.

WEST QUEEN WEST

Streetcar
heading for
new centre
of gravity
Carnaby project includes 
450 condos, artist studios 
and a Metro grocery store
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CARNABY continued on H20

With the bustle of Yonge St. just a short distance away, Tao
condominiums will offer residents a tranquil break from the
stresses of urban life.

For its newest project in Richmond Hill, SigNature Commu-
nities hired Feng Shui master Paul Ng to ensure the building
elements are in harmony and will instill a sense of serenity.

Feng Shui, an ancient Chinese art and science, literally
means wind and water. It sustains the theory that when
positive energy is created, good luck follows.

Tao means “the path” and is based on the Chinese philoso-
phy Taoism, which advocates a simple and natural life.

The condo’s location — on Bayview Ave. just north of High-
way 407 — inspired the company to create a building based on
those soothing, natural elements, says Sebastian Mizzi.

From left, Anthony
DiBattista,
SigNature
Communities,
Robert Galletta of
BlackJet Inc., Nick
DiBattista,
SigNature,
Sebastian Mizzi,
SigNature, and
architect Enzo
Corazza stand in
front of the
historic home that
will be preserved
and moved to
make way for Tao.
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SigNature
invited 
Feng Shui
master 
to help 
design 
Tao in
Richmond Hill
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Modern, sophisticated living in historic Old Mill.
Awaken your senses with a vision of the truly extraordinary. The stunning residences at Two Old Mill provide the kind of freedom and space you’re
used to in your own home. Three unique suite collections feature open-concept floorplans with expansive windows and an exquisite array of
finishes. Located in the delightful Old Mill pocket bordering the Humber River, Two Old Mill seamlessly blends old-world opulence in a new world
environment – steps from the charm and convenience of the Kingsway and Bloor West Village.

Old Mill Collection from $365,000*, Diamond Collection from $615,000*, Penthouse Collection from $795,000*

The Old Mill Community is now under construction.

Don’t miss your opportunity to be a part of Tridel’s successful Old Mill Built Green. Built for Life.® Community.
Presentation Centre: 2500 Bloor Street West (just west of the South Kingsway)
Visit at tridel.com or call 416.645.7022

Two

*Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. All dimensions are approximate.Illustrations are artist’s
concept only. Building and view not to scale. Tridel®, Tridel Built for Life®, Tridel Built Green. Built for Life.® are registered
trademarks of Tridel and used under license. ©Tridel 2012. All rights reserved. E.&O.E. April 2012.Facebook.com/Tridel Twitter.com/Tridel
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COMING SOON TO YONGE & MERTON
R E G I S T E R N O W

There are those who live and there are those who live well. Welcome to LIFE
Condominiums. A stylish midrise that truly resonates with its cosmopolitan
Yonge & Merton location, a chic urban oasis nestled amidst ravines, parks
and cool Yonge St. shopping and dining. Everyday life can be beautiful.

BOUTIQUE CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES IN THE HEART OF MIDTOWN TORONTO

FROM THE $270’s

REGISTER AT LIFECONDOS.CA | 416.239.4441

Exclusive Listing Brokerage In2ition Realty. Brokers Protected. Prices & specifications are subject to change without notice. Illustration is artist’s concept E.&O.E.

“We’ve owned the property for 25
years and although it’s close to busy
and congested Yonge St., the loca-
tion is very tranquil, on a ravine,
and it’s off a quiet neighbourhood
lined by walking trails and nature,”
explains Mizzi, vice president of
SigNature.

When his team started planning
the building, which launches in
May, they brought elements such as
fire and water inside to create an
even more tranquil feel.

“All these things made sense and
had so many Feng Shui elements,”
says Mizzi. “The synergies were
enormous. 

“We decided to enlist the help of
Paul Ng to bring all the elements to
fruition. There is only so much a
developer knows, and having some-
one to guide you through the pro-
cesses is a real benefit.”

Mizzi knew about Ng from an arti-
cle he had read and arranged a
meeting.

“The guy’s amazing and he’s got
such a knack for knowing what
needs to be done. His reputation
speaks for itself,” says Mizzi. “We
brought Paul in early and he had the

ability to make changes at the draw-
ing-board stage. He made us aware
of things, like not having the kitch-
en next to the bathroom and not

having a bed on a wall facing the
corner.”

Although Mizzi says some of Tao’s
buyers will be Asian, that was not

the motivation for incorporating
Feng Shui principles.

“It had nothing to do with the tar-
get market we’re going for. It was

more a concept that worked with
everything we had at play, such as
the ravine and bringing elements of
water, earth, metal inside,” he ex-
plains.

Graziani+Corazza Architects de-
signed Tao, a building that will rise
seven storeys and feature terraces
on both the north and south sides.
The east side units will have views
of treetops and ravine, while the
west side along Bayview Ave. “will
have a more urban feel,” says Mizzi.

In all, there will 170 suites.
“Some people like looking out and

seeing action, while the other side
of the building is more tranquil. So
you have the best of both worlds.”

Suites will range from one-bed-
room 500-square-foot units to
three-bedroom 1,250-square-foot
suites. Two-level suites and three-
bedroom suites from 1,350 to 1,800
square feet will have outdoor ter-
races. Prices range from the mid
$200,000s to over $1million.

Tao is close to major routes in-
cluding Hwys. 407, 404 and 400,
and within walking distance of
movie theatre, restaurants and re-
tail stores. Other shops and services
are located in a plaza across the
street.

There is a historic home on the
site, which will be preserved, and
the condo will have ground-floor
commercial space for uses such as a
dry cleaner, dentist and hair salon.

Amenities will promote the tran-
quility theme, with a Zen-like lobby,
a gym with yoga room and a party
room overlooking the ravine com-
plemented by a dining room that
can seat up to 12. The grounds will
feature gardens and a retreat area.

Mizzi says his company is com-
mitted to sustainable building and
“we’ve done a number of things that
are interesting, such as a tri-sorter
for waste, bicycle storage inside out
and out and use of low-VOC finish-
es. The suites will have program-
mable thermostats, Energy Star ap-
pliances and low-flow bathroom
fixtures.”

The right path for wind and water
TAO from H1

SigNature Communities hired Feng Shui master Paul Ng to ensure Tao condominium’s building elements are in harmony.

Project: Tao Condominiums,
taocondos.ca
Location: 8763 Bayview Ave. just
north of Hwy. 407, in Richmond
Hill
Developer: SigNature Communi-
ties, signaturecommunities.ca
Architect: Graziani+Corazza
Architects, gc-architects.com
Suite sizes: One bedroom 500-
square-foot units to three-bed-
room 1,250-square-foot suites.
Two-level, two- or three-bedroom
suites from 1,350 to 1,800 square
feet with outdoor terraces.
Prices: Starting from the mid-
$200,000s to over $1 million
Amenities: Gym with yoga room,
party room, private dining room,
residents’ lounge, private enter-
tainment room and pet spa.
Information: Call 905-597-2535
or go to taocondos.ca
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“(Paul Ng) is amazing and
he’s got such a knack for
knowing what needs
to be done.”
SEBASTIAN MIZZI
VP, SIGNATURE COMMUNITIES VP 


